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A recent post, Jedi SAS Tricks: The DATA to DATA Step Macro, engendered a lot of
response on Twitter. One of the re-tweets included a call to action:
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Well, Sam, | aim to please! Now, I'm not the guy who builds the SAS Windowing
Environment interface, but if you are running PC SAS, | can show you how to
customize your tool bar to do just that: make this macro execute from a button. First,
we'll change the name of this macro to Data2DataStepButton and I'll add a bit of code
to the beginning of the macro to provide a dialog box to accept input for the macro
parameters. Make sure to save the code for this macro to a file named
data2datastepbutton.sas somewhere in your SASAUTOS path. The remainder of the
code is the same as the original Data2DataStep macro.

%macro Data2DataStepButton(dsn,lib,file,obs);
%local varlist msgtype ;
%window Data2DataStep columns=80 rows=20

# 3 @ 6 'Libref: ' 1lib 41 attr=underline
#5 @ 6 'Data Set: ' dsn 41 attr=underline
# 7 @ 6 'Program file name: ' file 50 attr=underline
# 9 @ 6 'Number of Obervations: ' obs 3 attr=underline
#12 @ 6 'Press ENTER to continue';

splay Data2DataStep;

%displa

Now let's customize the toolbar in PC SAS to add a button that executes this macro.
Step 1: Right click on an empty spot on the SAS toolbar, and choose "Customize"
from the pop-up menu.

Step 2: In the dialog window, choose the Customize tab.

Step 3: Use the Add Item button to add a new separator and a blank tool at the
bottom of the list. You can use the up/down arrow buttons to re-arrange items if
necessary.

Step 4: Choose an icon to display on the toolbar using the Icon Select button.

Step 5: Give your new tool a title, command to execute and some tool tip text to make
it easier to remember what the button does. When finished, the dialog will look
something like this:


http://blogs.sas.com/content/sastraining/?p=11896#comments
https://twitter.com/share
http://blogs.sas.com/content/sastraining/author/markjordan/
http://blogs.sas.com/content/sastraining/wp-admin/post.php?action=edit&post=11896
http://blogs.sas.com/content/sastraining/2016/03/11/jedi-sas-tricks-data-to-data-step-macro/
https://support.sas.com/documentation/cdl/en/mcrolref/67912/HTML/default/viewer.htm#p12b2qq72dkxpsn1e19y57emerr6.htm
http://www.sas.com/en_us/home.html
http://blogs.sas.com/content/sastraining/

Customize Tools ﬂﬁl
Toolbars Customize |

= | B SASUSER.PROFILE.SASEDIT_MAIN

Title: Data 2 DATA Step
ED@ e+ 2w
Command: ISUBMIT "“zdataZdatastepbutton(})’

Telp text [
Command
% IMakes a DATA step to recreate a data set
Tool Tip 1) LIBASSIGN - Add & New Library. - New Library -]
Text [&] EXPLORER - Open the SAS Explorer. - SAS Explorer
Separator...

% SUBMIT - Submit a SAS Program. - Submit
X CLEAR - Resetto original state. - Clear All
separator \ @ WATTENTION - Interrupt the executing program. - Break
& HELP - Help on the SAS System. - Help
Separator...
E SUBMIT '%data2datastepbution()’ - Makes a DATA step to recreate a data u

New

OK | Cancel | Help |

Step 6: Click OK and, when asked if you want to save your changes, click Yes. Your
new button should appear on the SAS toolbar.
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To test your button, click on it! The macro dialog will appear. Fill in some values and
press ENTER to generate your SAS program:
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Command ===

Libref: sashelp

Data Set:

cars
c:\temp\CarData.sas
Number of Obervations: ML

Program file name:

Press ENTER to continue
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